Press Release
22 October 2007 

Playing it cool – Bristol footballers tackle some ideas to help save energy in the home!
The Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE) and two of Bristol’s sporting icons are working together to find out how we can make our homes more energy-efficient. CSE has performed an energy check-up on Stuart Campbell’s (Bristol Rovers FC) and Chris Weale’s (Bristol City FC) homes. Each player will receive a package of recommendations on how they can be energy-smart and have a greener lifestyle. 

The players will receive their recommendations at the 100 Ideas House – a life-size model of an attractive modern house – at The Mall, Cribbs Causeway on the 29th October at 4pm.

Both players will undergo another energy audit in February 2008 to see how efficient they have become and how much their carbon footprint has shrunk. The winner will have achieved the highest proportional saving and be crowned Bristol’s ‘Green Sporting Icon’. CSE will provide ongoing support to the players to help them find out more and become climate cool.

Going green is too often perceived as something that requires lifestyle sacrifices, cutting down on things we enjoy and generally having a little less fun than we would like to have. Hardly an attractive proposition! The sporting icons are hoping to show that it is easy being green when you’ve visited the 100 Ideas House! 
Stuart Campbell from Bristol Rovers FC said:

“We recycle a lot; we have separate cartons for glass, paper and plastic.  With my profession I drink lots of water and energy drinks (in plastic bottles), but we can’t put plastic in our recycling collection box. So we take them ourselves.”
Bristol City FC goalkeeper Chris Weale said:

“We do a lot of travelling for training between Ashton Gate and Abbots Leigh and the lads all car-share.”

The 100 Ideas House shows how easy it is to incorporate small energy-saving measures into a normal and aspirational modern lifestyle. The house has already visited the Galleries and featured on BBC Points West. The house currently demonstrates 60 ideas and the visitors are being asked for their tips to help us reach 100.

Ian Preston, Project Manager of the 100 Ideas House project said:

“We have had an amazing response so far. We spoke to at least 2,000 people in the Galleries and received over 250 ideas; the 10 most popular ideas have already been included in the house for its visit to the Mall. Wearing an extra layer rather than turning the heating up was the most popular idea – closely followed by sharing a bath or shower with a friend!”

Those who want to explore the 100 Ideas House for themselves can see it at Cribbs Causeway (29 October – 7 November). More information on how to live a greener lifestyle without going back to the dark ages is available on the 100 Ideas website www.100ideashouse.com. 
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Notes to editors:

1. For help with features on going green or for more information, photos and visuals of the 100 Ideas House, contact Andreea Petre-Goncalves on 0117 9341427 or email andreea@cse.org.uk
2. Further information about the project and images can be found in the Press Room of the 100 Ideas House website www.100ideashouse.com  

3. The 100 Ideas House is part of The Climate Change West project which is managed by the Centre for Sustainable Energy and funded from Defra’s Climate Challenge fund. The 100 Ideas House came as a result of research aimed to explore the best ways of communicating climate change to specific audiences.
4. The Centre for Sustainable Energy is a leading charity promoting sustainable energy policy and practice. For more information see www.cse.org.uk. 
